OVERRATED HISTORY SOURCES

gertrude Whit ing

With so many gyms and social activities during weekday evenings in London, | could well spend
my late evenings doing something else, however, my calling called me for this - so here | am
going through old history sources. The Toys of Needlework by Gertrude Whiting is one of those
sources that | would label as an old history source.... But would add more, an old history source
that is overrated and unnecessary for a relevant academic background to an object observation.
Is not just the writing that is obsolete, is the unnecessary details and the values at the time that
today would be seen as reflecting paternalism and lack of objectivity and accurate historical

relevance.









Above all, is the lack of detail regarding the age of the crochet needles in question, the accurate
date, period and owners of design and patents. Is not that | need the information | am
complaining about is absent in this book, it is just that my previous booklets covering Historical
Needles Object Observations for Chronological Purposes, had this information retrieved by me
after accessing several patent records in the US and in the UK. The patents were registered
prior to the book's first publication in 1928,a year in which the author in question had a
leadership academic role in a cosmopolitan museum, several publishing roles and was a ' Lace
worker to India', as per book biographical notes, yet no use of archives. Mind you the initial title
of the book in 1928 was ' Tools and Toys of Stitchery'. The two copies | have, the American and
the British versions, were published in 1971 by Dove Publications. Titled ' Old-Time Tools &
Toys of Needlework' by Gertrude Whiting and purchased by me years ago as rare and hard to
get books. Yet, today, the book has depreciated to an average of £7 with free postage. Yet, |
decided to finally take the books off the shelves and hit the blog wi a fine critique for you readers
only. Thank me later The saga started with lots that | need to add to my historical collection of
objects of needlework. Every time | add a new lot to Ariane Crafts portfolio of historical crafts
objects, | try to find new details that until now have n been registered by academia. Some
objects in the lot we are discussing today do not have a patent registration number, hence why |
looked at sources which | would not resort straight away because the writing and irrelevance put

me off. However, | was up for the task to make object observations to each of these needles

below,




The book proved completely useless for this purpose, but my detailed observation between two
lace crochet needles gave me an eureka moment! The retractable lace crochet needles were

made in different sizes, yet maintaining the same size of retractable needle base structure!









How did this escape my object observations back in 20217
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If you want to look at my 2021 Object Observations, please visit
https://issuu.com/thomaszpublications/docs/only_crochet_hooks_wd_sons
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Don't take this blog post as a book review, | am biased by plain objectivity :)

Until next time,

Ariane Crafts Blog

'www.arianecrafts.org
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